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Featured news

Women’s Major Group Calls for Stronger Recognition of 
Major Groups at INC-4

Voices of Vulnerable Groups Shape the Partnership 
Dialogue in the Global Fight Against Plastic Pollution

Negotiations Toward a Global Plastics Treaty Advance 
During the April 23 Plenary Session

Women’s Major Group Strengthens Coordination and 
Advances Technical Work on the Global Plastics Treaty 

at INC-4

Technical Discussions Advance in Contact Groups 
during INC-4

Technical Negotiations Advance and Women’s Major 
Group Strengthens Advocacy during the April 25 INC-4 

Women Delegates Strengthen Dialogue on Health and 
Leadership during INC-4

April 26 — As part of the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC-4), the Lunch for Women Delegates was held as an initiative aimed 
at recognizing women’s leadership in decision-making spaces and providing an 
informal platform to discuss key priorities related to plastic pollution, its impacts on 
women’s health, and future generations.

The gathering brought together women delegates, experts, civil society 
representatives, and partner organizations, creating a safe and collaborative 
environment at a critical stage of negotiations toward a global treaty to end plastic 
pollution.

      March 2026
3. Secretariat Orientation Session for new Members of the CPR - 10 March, 2026

4. UN Environment Assembly Bureau Meeting - 11 March, 2026

5. Committee of Permanent Representatives Subcommittee meeting - 12 March, 2026

6. Committee of Permanent Representatives Subcommittee meeting - 19 March, 2026
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Major Groups Facilitating Committee (MGFC)

The Major Groups Facilitating Committee (MGFC) facilitates Major Groups and Stakeholders engagement with UNEP. It is not a decision-making body but provides 
guidance and coordinates the engagement of Major Groups with UNEP. The MGFC is composed of 18 elected Major Groups representatives from the nine Major 
Groups, supported by 12 Regional Facilitators from the six UNEP regions who have observer status. The MGFC also elects two co-chairs to coordinate the overall 
engagement of the committee.
The scope of work and responsibilities of the members of the MGFC are detailed in the Terms of Reference of the Major Groups Facilitating Committee and in the 
UNEP’s Stakeholder Engagement Handbook

It is expected that their interventions and actions are based on regular and extensive interaction with their constituencies (their respective Major Group or UNEP 
region). UNEP is not able to provide any form of remuneration but facilitates their participation to relevant meetings.
Work of the MGFC

The co-chairs of the MGFC organize, with the support of UNEP’s Civil Society Unit, regular teleconferences that bring together members of the MGFC, UNEP’s Civil 
society unit and others as deemed necessary. These teleconferences take place at least once every six weeks. The draft agenda and meeting minutes are prepared 
by the chairpersons of the MGFC. Minutes are distributed by the Civil Society Unit among accredited Major Groups and Stakeholders.
MGFC members are encouraged to actively participate in various consultations related to UNEP’s work programmes, reports, Medium Term Strategy planning, and 
relevant environmental assessments. They are also urged to regularly engage with their constituencies to ensure that regional and diverse major group perspectives 
are represented and taken into consideration. 

During UNEA, the MGFC organizes daily morning briefings, chaired by MGFC members on a rotational basis, to review the official agenda for the day, appoint 
volunteers to track key agenda items and foster consensus on Major Group representation during plenaries, negotiations, and other sessions. The briefings also 
serve to share key observations from the previous day's discussions, plan for the day ahead, discuss important messages or concerns from Major Groups, and 
address any other relevant business.

Link: Terms of Reference of the Major Groups Facilitating Committee and in the UNEP’s Stakeholder Engagement Handbook
Link: Stakeholder Engagement Handbook | UNEP - UN Environment Programme
LinK: Civil Society Unit | UNEP - UN Environment Programme
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